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The Balanced Development of Compulsory Education
in Urban and Rural Schools in Western China

J1 Bing-xin', WANG Cong-hua®
(1. School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC;
2. School of Arts, Gannan Normal University, Ganzhou, Jiangxi, 341000, PRC)

[ Abstract] Through investigating the status quo of the balanced development in urban and rural schools in
one province of western China, the data are obtained and statistically analyzed. Additionally, some
reasons resulting in unbalanced development for these schools are discussed. Accordingly, the
countermeasures for the challenge are proposed as follows: School funds for compulsory education should
be totally sponsored by the central government, supervised by the local county government, and used by
schools; The nationwide standards for setting up the schools of compulsory education should be
formulated, and all schools should achieve the standards within 8 to 10 years; Educational resources
should be reasonably allocated to boost balanced development of schools; The salaries and allowance for
the teachers in primary and secondary schools should be increased substantially, and extra allowance
should be granted to the rural teachers with the strategies of “compensating for the work of the teachers in
rural and tough areas ”; The traditional administrative ways for teacher move should be altered, and high
income for rural teachers can help form the reasonable move among teachers; The schools should be
administrated within their jurisdictions to guarantee the principles in these schools really have the rights
for managing the schools, funds and personnel independently.
[Key words ] Western China; compulsory education; urban and rural schools; balanced development
investigation
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